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Among the many operatic masterpieces, none thrills you quite like Carmen. The
eternal rule of love, as described by English poet and dramatist John Gay, “Follow
love and it will flee, flee love and it will follow thee,” is brought vividly to life by
one hit melody after another, including the Habanera and the Toreador. That
alone is exciting enough, but what captivates us above all is the heroine herself—
Carmen. Whlle her name lna.y be Synollymous Wlth [he felnme fatale, She lCaVCS
the men around her reeling only because she stays true to her own heart. That way

of living resonates with us, transcending both time and national borders.

The Carmen coming to hitaru this autumn is an opera that will strike a piercing
chord with those of us living today. Irina Brook’s staging transposes the action to
the present day and cuts the spoken dialogue and recitatives. With dance deployed
throughout, the drama races along at cinematic speed, sweeping you into its world
almost before you know it. Irina’s father, the legendary director Peter Brook,
famously declared that “boredom is the devil,” and this production is guaranteed to

shatter any preconception that opera is boring.

{Tokyo Nikikai Opera)

Sung in the original language (French) with Japanese and English Supertitles Bt

Saturday, October 10, 2026

12:00p.m.Open, 1:00p.m.Start

/ Total running time: about three hours (intermission included)

Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater hitaru

The Ultimate Masterpiece Revived for Our Times!
High Hopes for Tokyo Nikikai Opera’s Carmen at Plaza Festival 2026
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SAPPORO CULTURAL ARTS THEATER

Composed by Georges Bizet

Opera in four acts

Photo : Masahiko Terashi

JAPAN
A - TURAL

&%\ _EXPO

The singers are the finest cast one could hope for in Japan today. Bringing to life
a sensual, gloriously unapologetic Carmen who never fawns on men is Nozomi
Kato, whose richly colored, beautiful voice captivates listeners. The devoted Don
José goes to Hironori Jo, widely praised for his refined yet passionately
overflowing voice and deep empathy with the role. Micaéla, who combines purity
and strength, is sung by Yui Nanasawa with her sparkling voice and passionate
phrasing. The star toreador Escamillo is taken by Shunsuke Imai, whose
powerful, beautiful voice and glamorous stage presence have earned him great
popularity. Together, they form an ideal lineup for their respective roles. Also
highly anticipated is the conducting of Eugene Tzigane, who has been active at
prestigious German opera houses in Munich, Hamburg, and elsewhere, and is
making his opera debut in Japan with this production. He is sure to draw
electrifying music from the Sapporo Symphony Orchestra, which has been

steadily building up its experience in opera.

— Hiroko Kato, music critic

Ticket Price (Including tax)

S18,000Yen AIS,OOOYen BIZ,OOOYen C9,000Yen D6,OOOYen

%U25: Half-price tickets (applicable to A—D seats, excluding S seats)

H Inquiries about tickets
Doshin Play Guide
Tel. 0570-00-3871 10:00-19:00 (closed on Tuesdays)

Presented by Tokyo Nikikai Opera Foundation, Doshin Cultural Business Co., Ltd.
Co-presented by Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater hitaru, Sapporo Symphony Orchestra
Funding support Omura Future Fund, Hattori Future Fund, Munetsugu Future Fund

Sponsored by Mizuho Securities Co., Ltd.

Supported by Sapporo City, Sapporo City Board of Education, British Council, Ambassade de France de France au Japon / Institut francais du Japon

Season special sponsored by Kowa Company, Ltd., Sony Financial Group Inc., Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., PwC Japan Group,
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, Ryukakusan Co., Ltd.

Event
information

B Event-related inquiries
NIKIKAI Ticket center
Tel. 03-3796-1831 (Closed on Sundays and public holidays)

Monday—Friday 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. / Saturday 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
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